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Volunteer Attorney Program

Dakota County Self -Help Center
Earns HEROES Award

My Volunteering Experience
By Theresa Peterson

Last year | had the op-
portunity to represent a
Legal Assistance client
going through a divorce.
The client had recently
been diagnosed with
multiple sclerosis. While
she was able to walk and
drive and communicate,
she had to leave her job
and was surviving on a
poverty-level income.
She opposed the divorce
and was hurt and scared.

disability, knowing it will
progressively worsen to
the point where you can-
not care for vyourself.
Although my client was
faced with a series of
insurmountable  obsta-
cles, each time she vis-
ited my office she smiled
and joked about her pre-
dicament.

When Legal Assistance
calls, we are all tempted

She was forced to move t 0 say *“ No, | * m
from the family home, a t 0 donate my ti
Pictured, in the back row, are the Dakpta County Commissioners and, in front, farm with horses she simply forget to return the
some of the people whose collaborations have made the Self-Help Center a loved and cared for. into h L
huge success. ’ phone ~Cca ) -
a small sparsely fur- busy. But if you just say
In February 2007, the Dakota County Family Court Self-Help Cen- nished apartment and “ yYes 6 you wi ||
ter won the county's highest award—the 2006 HEROES Award for later, a group home. warded with the sense of
"Efficient, Effective, RedlppCesi ve Gover nment ”satisfaclion ethaS edmes
ter is a collaboration among LADC, District Court, the Law Library, The divorce process is from knowing you used
and the Dakota County Bar Association's volunteer attor- difficult for even the your education and train-
neys. John Burns Law Offices hosted the award ceremony and strongest among us. ing to help someone who
reception in honor of the volunteer attorneys who participate in the Imagine the helpless truly needs and appreci-
Self-Help Center. Since 2002, over 50 attorneys have contrib- feeling of living with a ates you.
uted pro bono support to the Self -Help Center.
Special thanks to the John Burns Law Office for generously host-
ing and congratulations to everyone who has contributed to the AN HOUR OF SHAR|NG
success of the Self-Help Center!
— ' LADC's Hour of Sharing Campa
ney in the community to donate the value of one
billable hour or salary equivalent.
If the entire legal community in Dakota County con-
tributes, the burden of |(fund

be proportionately shared. Together, a modest do-
nation from each in the amount of only one hour of
time will make a significant contribution overall.

From left to right:
Dakota County Com-
missioner Kathleen A.
Gaylord, John T.
Burns, Esq., and Da-
kota County Commis-
sioner Thomas A.
Egan.

The Rules of Professional Responsibility envision
that every lawyer will contribute 50 hours a year
toward pro bono, ensuring poor people have equal
access to justice.




Katie Trotzky Awarded Pres-
tigious Dawn Carlson Award

Save on CLEs

Our volunteer attorneys are eligible to
receive discounted rates on many
CLEs. Be sure to keep your eyes open
for free and discounted rate CLE
announcements in your email.

Good Luck Jenny

Best wishes to Jenny Ryan who worked

Pictured left are Katie and the Chief Justice following the awards as a staff attorney and the Volunteer

ceremony. Attorney Program coordinator at LADC.
) . She left our office at the end of October

Our own Katie Trotzky of Legal Assistance was for a position at a state agency. Jenny

awarded the Dawn Carlson Awar dheﬁ)éardramaﬂcﬁll‘y%k{)&d buP&blurPom'
mitment to family law clienfs.erpr r%rhbvfﬁchha%%r%ﬂleﬁl%@toth‘
at the Minnesota Legal Seryvicest t@eoal ki 98" Spabkiedngn

statewide conference. Chief Justice Russell Anderson income population.

received the Pro Bono Publico Award at the ceremony

as wel I . Thanks to Katie’'s| magmandy KoBid ahd Daren Shérf jbifed t € ¢
vice in providing legal representation to low-income peo- LADC this fall as staff attorneys, with

ple, she is an indispensable asset to volunteer attor- Darren now in charge of the Volunteer
neys. If you have any procedural or substantive law Attorney Program. He looks to forward
questions about your pro bono case, please feel free to to working with veteran volunteers and
contact Katie for assistance! Congratulations Katie! to recruiting new ones.

Two Ways to Volunteer

Take a full -representation case on a volunteer ba-
sis. You always have the option of rejecting a case if
1 your schedule does not permit. We hope volunteers
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Legal Assistance of Dakota County, Ltd. will accept one to two cases per year. Cases are
15025 Glazier Avenue, Suite 201 available in a variety of legal areas with a primary emphasis in
Apple Valley, MN 55124 family law; family law is the most needed area of representation

Phone: 952431-3200 for low-income people.
Fax: _9_52431'3202 Provide information at Dakota County Family Law
Email: dsharp@dakotalegal.org Self Help Center . This all-volunteer staffed self-help
— center, allows pro se litigants with family law problems

an opportunity to talk for 30 minutes with an attorney.

Each session is a total of three hours, and there are
several sessions each month at three locations: Apple Valley,
West St. Paul, and Hastings. As a volunteer, we hope that you
will take at least two sessions per year.

In addition to the personal benefit you receive from contributing
to your profession and community, there are also tangible
benefits to volunteer service with LADC. We award one or two
scholarships to the Family Law Institute every year ,and all
of our volunteers have access to ProJusticeMN.org , our mal-
practice insurance , and reduced tuition to the Minnesota
Legal Services Coalition CLE programs . You also receive a
free listing in the Dakota County Bar Association Attorney
Referral Service .




